geon in many cases. But the cutting out of the grafts always causes some pain to the patient, and if the sore is so extensive as to require several operations, he will often be disgusted with the treatment, and will leave the hospital only partly cured.
A modification of this plan has been suggested in a medical paper in which the hairs only of the skin were extracted, and the soft cuticle which forms their root-sheaths was implanted on the granulations, as it was found that this was often sufficient to induce the formation of skin over the ulcer. This treatment was tried at the Mayo Hospital; but it was soon found that the longer hairs acted as levers and often tilted the roots from the granulations, while the smaller ones were very difficult to place properly. I therefore determined to take only the coarser hairs of the beard and eyebrows, which were seized with a dissecting forceps, and drawn out without pain by a sudden jerk ; in most cases a very evident root-sheath was seen on the end of each hair. This was then pushed into the granulations of the ulcer, and the shaft of the hair was cut through by a sharp pair of scissors, leaving the root imbedded. In most cases it was sufficient to dress the wound with simple ointment or carbolic acid oil, and in a few days, if the hair kept in its place, cicatrization commenced in the spot where the root was. After this the hair always dropped out, and the process was repeated in another part of the ulcer. The patients never objected to the treatment.
Cases.?A Musulman, aged 22, came to the hospital on February 28th, suffering from a sloughing ulcer of the right ankle, said to have been caused by a blow, but the ulcer had evidently been badly treated, When he was admitted it measured 7 J inches in length by 5? in breadth, and it was of a triangular shape, the apex directed towards the heel. Hairgrafting was performed on four separate occasions, and on the 12th of March the wound was reduced in size to a sore 2 inches long by 1? wide, and this would probably have been entirely covered by new skin, but the patient was unable to remain longer in hospital.
In another case a European had received a severe burn, which resulted in an ulcer of an oval shape outside the ankle of the right leg, measuring in its longest diameter 2^ inches ; the same process was used and resulted in a perfect cure in a fortnight.
A third case occurred in a Hindoo, who had a sloughing ulcer on the dorsum of the foot, measuring 4| inches by 3. This was said to have originated in the bite of a snake, probably a non-poisonous one, but the sore evidently had been badly treated.
Hair-grafting, as above described, was used on six different occasions without causing any pain or distress, and the wound rapidly healed.
